Oviedo High School
Principal’s Weekly Update
July 25, 2022
Class of 2023
Start making your senior crowns, so you can wear them Day #1!
Senior Painted Parking Spots have concluded. Senior Unpainted Parking
Spots will be sold the week of July 25 on a first come, first serve basis. Go to
the front office from 7-2 Monday – Friday. See our OHS website for more
information/forms.
Underclassmen Photos – August 18th.

Happy Birthday Oviedo High School!
You may have heard that we are celebrating our 100-year birthday this school year! Technically
our official 100-year birthday is October 9, 2022. We started as the “Oviedo School” grades 112, so we share this celebration with Lawton Elementary. We will spend the school year with the
theme that we are 100 years old and share our past and traditions with our students. We will also
celebrate our birthday during the 9/23 home football game vs. Timber Creek! Our 100-year logo
is above and was created by the Class of 2022 Alumni, Fatima Almousawi. We sincerely thank
her for her work as it is beautiful and really captures our Lions’ pride.
In preparation of our celebration, you will be seeing many upgrades and improvements to OHS
that are both cosmetic and for increased safety and security measures. The entire campus is being
pressure washed. Wind screens, flags, and one-way vinyls are being added at strategic points on

campus. We are very proud of OHS and our campus and look forward to sharing this pride with
our community and visitors.
The Commons is being upgraded this summer to be more of a food court/college style setting.
This project had been delayed 2 years due to COVID. Please see the renderings below. If you
want to see a video rendering, please go to OHS FB page. The timeline for completion is when
school starts. If for any reason we are delayed, I will communicate this to you and provide a Plan
B for our students. Our Lions are going to love it, and we look forward to sharing our Commons
as part of our 100-year celebration!

Red Apple Dining would like to keep SCPS families updated about some important changes for
the upcoming 2022-2023 school year. The federal waiver allowing all students to eat
breakfast and lunch at no charge, has expired. We encourage families who need assistance
to complete an application for meal benefits. Free and reducedprice meal applications for the 2022-2023 school year will
be available starting July 18. Online applications can be
completed on SCPSMealApp.com.

Families who have not applied for meal benefits for the 2022-2023 school year can expect to
resume paying the full price for campus dining meals beginning August 10. The federal
government requires an application to be completed each year to determine eligibility.

In my six years as a principal, I have never been prouder of my school. When I
say school, I mean the people that make OHS excellent - the students, faculty,
staff, administration, parents. and community. As you all are aware we faced a lot
of challenges together in our post pandemic year together. For just a moment, I
want to brag about what we did academically this past year. Our scores came back
and here is where we are as a school compared to other large high schools in
Seminole County Public Schools. WE scored #1 in Algebra I, Biology, and US
History EOC Achievement. WE scored #2 in ELA Reading for both 9 th and 10th
grade and Geometry. We were #2 in AP Scores and a high 72.2% of students
earning a level 3 or higher. Again, our graduation rate will be somewhere in the
high 90 percentile. As soon as I get the official percentage, I will share it with you.
The year before we earned a 99% graduation rate making us #1 in SCPS for a large
high school.

I also want to remind you that about 1/3 of our student population receives free
and/or reduced lunches which is almost 10% points above HHS. In order to receive
meal assistance a Florida family of 4 has to annually earn less than $36,075 for
free lunches or $51,338 for reduced lunches. I think that puts the needs of our
students in perspective and helps us as an Oviedo community to understand
although we share Oviedo with HHS, our student populations are vastly different.
This difference is also what I love and embrace about Oviedo High School. Our
educators and support personnel are committed to our Lions and really strive to
make them successful whether that be to attend college, trade school, join the
military, or enter a job out of high school. I think that is also why I focus so much
on the importance of gaining a high school diploma. A diploma makes all other life
pathways possible. Since having the honor and privilege of serving as your
principal, we have increased OHS’ graduation rate by 7% points really meaning
approximately 36 more students graduate from OHS every year. Although we
measure in numbers, to me they are individuals – students who are now reaching
for the next goals as young adults. I am committed and live passionately to make
that a reality for every Lion.
Congratulations again OHS! I am so proud of you and know that I appreciate you
and all that you do to support our Lions!
Technology Updates
In the last three years, we have focused on upgrading the technology at OHS. Bottom line is
students have more access within their classrooms. What will be noticeably different this year is
Building 8’s outdated and dying projectors have been replaced with 75” TVs. Below are specific
upgrades.
•
•
•
•

Zip Grade use due to costs and convenience – moving away from scantrons
Tara Skaggs’ room is the prototype for TVs
Upgraded Guidance with laptops/docking stations/scanners/2 monitors
OHS Approach to Student Technology Access
o 16 Chromebooks Lock and Charge in every classroom
▪ Social Studies
▪ Math
o Laptop Carts
▪ ESE has a laptop cart
▪ World Language has 2 laptop carts
▪ ELA/Reading has 8-9 laptop carts
▪ Science has laptop top carts, computer lab, and student desktops from
other part of campus

▪

•

Mr. Furiosi - New HP Printer for Experimental Science to print
Science Fair posters

Summer 2022
o Upgrade teacher/clerical stations with RAM to make them work faster
o Upgrade Media Center Projects Computer Lab with Ram
o Install 40 75” TVs in Building 8 Classrooms
▪ Training in Pre-Plan
▪ Keep projectors that are working as replacements
o Laptop Carts in ELA/Reading, World Language, ESE
▪ Check out managed by departments

Safety and Security
Also know that as a district as a whole and for OHS, we are working on safety and security
measures. Specifically, I am reviewing all the entrance points to OHS and continually working
on reducing to one point access. This will affect students. Although safer, it will also cause
inconvenience as a tradeoff. We will continue to lock the back gate and the bus loop gate is
being fixed to also be locked with electronic key access only. The main point to increase
campus safety and security is I ask that you review with your student not to open the doors
leading to the exterior for anyone including students. Our students are very nice people and
are trying to be helpful. This will be a mindset shift for them to say “no” and force students to
walk inconveniently to the front of the school. Stay tuned as the high school principals work in
conjunction with the district office, Seminole Sherriff’s Office, and the Oviedo Police to
delineate a cohesive safety and security plan. Final information will be shared with you prior to
school starting.
As a school, we will continue to layer safety measures and protocols on our campus to protect
our students, faculty, and staff. Prior to me becoming the principal, safety fencing was added to
the perimeter of the campus. Since becoming principal, during the last three years the following
safety measures have been taken:
• Zero Eyes
• $60,000 worth of camera installation to blanket the campus – just a reminder that in the
new construction there were no cameras installed, so we tackled camera installation in
phases due to the cost.
• New server to house the cameras provided by community church donations
• Doorbell system with locked front entrance during the school day
• Bus loop gate
• Locking down the back parking lot during the school day
• Partial scheduled students are in the front lot
• Digital IDs
• Code Red Drill during lunch time and transition time
• 2 highly qualified and trained SROs at OHS full time who are highly effective
• Added to dances are additional police presences, wanding, and limit to size of bag entry.

Even with all the features and protocols added, human reporting is often the best tool and key
to intercepting issues before they happen. Please encourage your students to report any
concerns using the P3 app or the www.speakouthotline.org or just tell an adult they trust. Please
continue to remind them of the importance of See Something, Say Something, Do Something.
Telling an adult is critical.

Dress Code message form the Seminole County Public Schools
Dear SCPS Parents and Guardians:
As you prepare for the upcoming school year, we wish to share a draft copy of the 2022-23
Student Appearance and Dress Code, which is included in the SCPS Student Conduct and
Discipline Code. The attached document includes the language that has already received
preliminary approval from the School Board and will be recommended for final approval at a
meeting on July 26th. We hope this document will assist in your back-to-school planning. We
look forward to seeing your students in August!
-Seminole County Public Schools (SCPS)
*** I included the new draft policy as an attachment, so you can shop accordingly as you
prepare for the fall.

Full Time District Mental Health Counselor and Full Time Social Worker
SCPS is funding and supervising two full time positions for OHS. We will have a full-time
district mental counselor and full-time social worker. Both positions will be managed by the
district office. The two people hired will work in the front office of OHS location. This is great
news for our students, and we are appreciative of the support our students will have in the
coming school year.
Welcome to Kevin Baluja - Social Worker
I am so excited to introduce myself and join your team as your new School Social Worker. My
name is Kevin Baluja and I am a Master Level Social Worker currently working toward my
licensure. I was born and raised in Miami where I also worked at my first Highschool as their
Community Involvement Specialist. After moving to Orlando, I earned a Bachelor's and Master's
in social work at the University of Central Florida. I then worked as a New Horizons Counselor
at Lyman Senior High before becoming a SSW working with Winter Springs Elementary,
Longwood Elementary, Layer Elementary and Crooms Academy of Information Technology. I
am so excited to be joining your team and supporting your campus fulltime!
Class of 2023
Hello College-bound Rising Seniors and Parents,
Oviedo High School is pleased to be providing two FREE resources to you this summer to
aid in your essay development and college applications.
The first is a College Application Seminar, being held live and in person at Oviedo High
School, on Wednesday July 20th from 10am until 1pm. A flyer with more information is
attached, or you can navigate to this website for full information. Registration is required.
The second is an Essay/Personal Statement Bootcamp run virtually though a free partnership
with College Essay Guy. Students can select from multiple day/time offerings to fit their
schedules. Oviedo High School has elected to opt-in to this free (no, it's truly free) opportunity
but students must register themselves. Another flyer with information is included. Students will
need to navigate to this website to register. The name of the school or organization will be
"Oviedo High School".
Rest assured, your student will continue to receive ample support from their school counselors
and our amazing Senior English teachers in regards to these areas. We think that if we can
provide access to resources that will help your student during the summer, then we can provide
more targeted information and assistance come fall. Students who start early are more relaxed
and feel better prepared moving into the college application experience. As always, we
appreciate your feedback and support.
Let's have the best College Prep Summer ever,
Mrs. Vosburg (with enthusiastic and unwavering support from Dr. Daniel)

Golf Registration opens July 1 - mark your calendars and join us! More information to come at
www.tylerlampefoundation.org

Archived Information covered in Previous Principal’s Updates that is still Pertinent
OHS PTSA
To join or renew your OHS PTSA Membership please visit:
ohslions.memberhub.com/store
to join PTSA and support teacher grants, senior scholarships and more!
School store spirit wear also available online!
(Please include the QR code)

Follow OHS PTSA on facebook for OHS and community updates.
facebook.com/OviedoHighPTSA
Support the OHS PTSA by shopping at Amazon!
OHS PTSA is now officially registered as a charity option with Amazon Smile. Below is our
unique link for people to select us as their charity. The key is when shopping on Amazon you
have to go through the AmazonSmile site (smile.amazon.com), not just Amazon.com - but there
is absolutely no difference; your account is all still there. You can bookmark AmazonSmile to
make it easier. Thank you for your support.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0203538

